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Assault
on Columbine

Engine 13 dispatched to a
reported weed fire that was
actually a prematurely detonated
diversionary explosion.

Shootings and
explosions begin; school
fire alarm sounds.

EMS and fire units
dispatched to the scene.

The full
story p. 32
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Littleton Engine 13 dispatched to a reported weed fire that was caused by a prematurely detonated diversionary explosive.
Shootings and explosions begin; school fire alarm begins to sound.
EMS and fire units dispatched to the scene.
Rescue 13 requests two additional ambulances to staging; Engine 11 requests a medical helicopter placed on standby.
Rescue 13 is in staging; Jefferson County police enter the south parking lot.
11:34 Command (BC-1 Ray Rahne) establishes initial fire/EMS command and requests a fire-ground channel; BC-1 reports one student down out-
side and others running toward Columbine Public Library.
11:36  Comm centers broadcast wamings about students in black trenchcoats firing weapons in the area. E-11 Capt. Olsen orders all Littieton per-
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EMS amid the
stmess  chaos of our
nation’s most
e violent school
Incident
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T WAS THE WORST SCHOOL SHOOTING IN U.S. been shot or wounded by explosions and needed
history. Two high school students fired more immediate care. An estimated $5 million in physi-

than 1,000 rounds of ammunition at their fel-  cal damage had been inflicted on Columbine High.
low students, teachers and friends. Their shooting More than 2,000 students, teachers and admin-
was constant, random and deadly. istrators were evacuated from the school, many of

In their assault on Columbine High School in  whom had to be located, protected and escorted
Jefferson County, Colo., Eric Harris and Dylan  from their hiding places in the 75-room maze by

Klebold detonated more than 30 homemade explo- ~ SWAT teams.

sive devices in and around the school. More than For the 166 EMS and fire personnel who

60 live explosive devices were found after their  responded, the Columbine incident was a danger- ‘
assault had ended. ous and frustrating call. Rescuers endured hours of L

The aftermath of the incident was staggering: 12 highly charged emotions—preparing and waiting
students and one teacher were dead; more than for patients who never came. This is the story of
160 patients had to be triaged; 24 students had EMS operations at Columbine High School.
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sonnel to remove their uniform shirts and badges and revert to their standard issue gray T-shirts.
West Metro FD stages an ambulance and engine near the scene.
11:40  Rescue 11 treats and transfers the first wounded student from Fair and Pierce Streets.
11:41  First patient transported.
11:49  Sprinkler system activated in cafeteria, Off-duty battalion chief called in to recall off-duty personnel.
11:54  Rescues 11 and 13 respond to SW area of the school reported as “clear.”
11:55  Chief Pessemier establishes unified command with law enforcement.
11:57  Rescue 11 and 13 report the area is not secure, they are “taking gunfire,” and police are providing cover fire for them.
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